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block of Moderate opinion, and he would then
be in a position to deal with the Extremists. An
announcement that Sir Percy Cox would shortly
return as High Commissioner would also be of great
value. He concluded by pointing out that as a Staff
officer to the General Officer Commanding he was
responsible to him that no action should be taken
which would imperil his forces and lines of com-
munication and the numerous women and children
in the country,
In a later telegram, which reached the Foreign
Office on the I5th May, he said, that an announce-
ment of the constitution he proposed for the country
was unlikely to have any appreciable effect on
pan-Arab agitation. The situation was dangerous,
and further concession in a constitutional direction
would not affect the issue.
On the afternoon of the iyth May the Inter-
departmental Conference again met to consider the
position. The proposals of the Baghdad Committee
had meanwhile been scrutinised both in the Foreign
Office and India Office. They provided for a
representative assembly under the control of a
predominantly British Council of State, of which
the Arab members were to be appointed by the
High Commissioner. This was neither an Arab
Government nor did it seem to me likely to become
one. I had always held the view that the constitu-
tion should be worked out on lines which would
eventually develop into an indigenous Government,
and felt that the British Government could control
and direct by virtue of their position as advising and
protecting Power just as effectively as they could
by assuming direct executive functions. The Con-
ference took the same view, Lord Curzon pointing